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LACORS and Trading Standards community supports Scottish campaign to crack down on underage solvent sales

Local authority trading standards officers will be heavily involved in the Scottish Volatile Substance Abuse (VSA) campaign, launched yesterday 15th March, which aims to cut sales of butane gas lighter refills and other solvents to children by raising awareness of the law to shop workers. 

Trading standards officers will be visiting premises to work with businesses to promote the messages of the campaign, and will also be able to carry out test purchasing by under 18s where it is suspected that retailers are breaking the law and selling these dangerous products to children.

Cllr Brian Fallon, Vice-Chair of LACORS, said, "LACORS fully supports this campaign as we want to get the message to retailers that they can't sell these products to young people. Solvent abuse is dangerous, killing around eight Scots every year. Where retailers sell solvents, they have a responsibility to ensure that they are not sold to anyone under 18. One method of cutting down on abuse is reducing the supply, and this campaign aims to do that."

Ken Daly, Chairman of SCOTSS, the Scottish Trading Standards Chief Officers Society said, "SCOTSS welcomes this comprehensive awareness campaign by the Scottish Executive, and believes it will be a major boost to the work already done by local authorities to restrict the supply of volatile substances to young people.  We are also pleased that authorities are now able to back up awareness and other initiatives with effective enforcement through test purchasing.  The welfare of children is paramount, but test purchasing will take place where appropriate, and where other means of enforcement have not been successful".

The campaign brings together organisations including: the Scottish Executive, local authorities, Scottish Retail Consortium and Young Scot, ReSolv, and the Scottish Drugs Forum.
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1. LACORS (the Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services), a local government central body, seeks to make a major contribution to the development of high quality consistent and coordinated local authority regulatory services across the UK. Please visit www.lacors.gov.uk for further information
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